
Dear Wildcat Families,

Greetings, Wildcat families! I am so excited to welcome both new

and returning students and families to what promises to be a year

full of learning, growth, and joyful experiences. Our team has been

busy preparing classrooms to create a warm and welcoming

environment where every child can thrive. For those of you who are

new to Walkerton Elementary School, I am the principal, Mrs. Kaser,

and I am so happy you will be joining us this year.

Below you will find some important times and information such as breakfast and lunch times, pick-

up and drop-off procedures, and a plethora of other important information that will help you

navigate the first week of school.

I would also like to invite you all to our Back to School Night on Monday, August 10th from 5:30-

7:00. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet your child's teacher, drop off supplies, and tour the

school.

At Walkerton Elementary, we are more than a school—we are a family that celebrates the unique

qualities, talents, and strengths each person brings to our community. Our dedicated staff works

together to provide every child with a high-quality education while creating an environment where

all students feel valued, supported, and empowered to be themselves. This year, we embrace the

theme “Being Different Is Your Superpower” as a reminder that what makes each of us unique is

also what makes us strong. We will celebrate individuality, encourage confidence, and help every

student recognize the special gifts they bring to our school family.

As we begin the school year, my goals are to continue building strong relationships with students,

families, and our community while fostering a culture where every child feels seen, accepted, and

celebrated. Together, we will encourage students to embrace their differences, discover their

strengths, and understand that their unique abilities are their superpowers. Every child will have the

opportunity to learn, grow, and make a positive impact at Walkerton Elementary.

I look forward to a fantastic year with you!



Kara Kaser

"Being Different is Your Super Power!"

Individuality * Strength * Uniqueness

WALKERTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SWAG

If you don't see your child's teacher on the 10th, you have not completed the registration of your

child for the 26-27 school year. Please do so by logging into your Harmony account. If you need

assistance please contact us at 574-586-3186.

NOTE: No special requests for a change in your child's class is accepted.

https://www.hometownprintsstore.com/walkerton-elementary
https://harmony.jgsc.k12.in.us/familyaccess.nsf/hello.xsp


TRANSPORTATION

If your child will be riding the bus to school and you have not heard

from their driver by the evening of Monday August 10th, please

email transportation@jgsc.k12.in.us

Download the Student Handbook here!

Download the school calendar here!

Stick on fridge!

mailto:transportation@jgsc.k12.in.us
https://www.jgsc.k12.in.us/wes-home
https://www.jgsc.k12.in.us/quick-links/students-parents/handbooks/103-elementary-handbook/file
https://www.jgsc.k12.in.us/quick-links/students-parents/calendars/1707-corp-calendar-2026-2027-board-approved-6-1-26/file


Office Hours 7:30 - 3:30

Car Drop Off 7:35

Doors Open 7:45 (Bus, Cars, Walkers)

Breakfast 7:45

Tardy Bell 8:05

Car Dismissal 2:40

Bus Dismissal 2:45

*If your child is tardy, you will need to sign them in at the front

office.

Arrival

Bus Riders: Students riding the bus will enter at Door #5 at 7:45 AM.

Car Riders: Students who are car riders or walkers arrive between 7:45-8:05. They will enter at

Door #1.

Walkers: There will be a crossing guard at SR 23 to stop traffic so that our students may cross

the street safely. Please talk with your child(ren) about the importance of listening to the

https://www.jgsc.k12.in.us/quick-links/students-parents/calendars/1707-corp-calendar-2026-2027-board-approved-6-1-26/file


crossing guard, as she is there to keep them safe.

If your child walks from the EAST side of the building- through the playground- they need to follow

the North sidewalk around by the buses and NOT the sidewalk that goes through the car rider drop

off lot.

Parents, a few reminders about the car rider line:

Click HERE for the map of our car rider procedures.

Please form a DOUBLE LINE (BLACK LINE) as you enter at the far end of the parking lot: This

process will be very similar to the double line at the McDonald's Drive Thru!

The Double Line will end and merge into a single line (BLUE) all the way to the front of the

building at Door #1.

Please do not let your child(ren) exit your vehicle any sooner than the sidewalk (Green Arrow)

There are three ways for your child to get home.

1. Ride the bus

Bus riders are dismissed starting at 2:45 PM from Door #5.

2. Walk

Walkers are dismissed at 2:35 PM. Depending on where they live, they will either be escorted

across SR 23 by our crossing guard or exit through the back gate via the playground.

Important Note:

A walker is defined as a student who walks to their home — not to a parked car. Parking at Miller’s

or having your child walk across the street to your car is not permitted. In these situations, your

child is considered a car rider, and you must either join the car line or walk up to pick them up.

3. Car Riders

There are two options for car rider pickup:

Drive-through Pickup: Stay in your car and join the dismissal line, displaying your student’s

dismissal number on your rearview mirror.

Walk-up Pickup: Park and check in with our dismissal attendant, located near the light pole in

the parking lot, then report to the front door and wait for your child to be dismissed to you.

Dismissal Numbers for Car Rider Students

Each child who is a car rider is assigned a number on a placard to be displayed during dismissal.

When you enter the carline or check in with our dismissal attendant, they will enter your number

which will then notify the classroom teacher that your child is ready to be dismissed.

When you enter the pick up line, you will clearly display the placard from the rearview mirror, so we

can call for your child. Remain in your car and continue to pull forward as the line moves, until your

child is outside.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DRfdmwC-b0u-XvzLtBscljpdCxkbzvOn/view?usp=sharing


Our dismissal is a well oiled machine, however, the first few days of school, lines tend to be longer.

We appreciate your patience and flexibility during this time.

If you have any questions please reach out to Mrs. Kaser directly.

CAR RIDER NUMBER PICK UP

You can pick child's number up at our Back to School Night on

August 10th from 5:30 -7:00. Every new kindergarten student will

receive a car hangtag or will be added to their older siblings

existing number.

Numbers do not change from year to year, so please hang your

placard from last year. If you are in need of a new tag, please

contact Mrs. Kaser.

Free & Reduced Meal Information

Please review the information below to determine whether you need to complete a Free & Reduced

Meal (F/R) Application for the upcoming school year.

If you qualify for Direct Certification (DC) through state assistance programs, you should have

already received a Direct Certification notice from the John Glenn School Corporation Food

Service Department for all eligible students in your household.

If you received a Direct Certification notice: You do not need to complete a Free & Reduced

Meal Application.

If you believe another child in your household should have been included but did not receive a

Direct Certification notice, please contact Glenda Smith or Katie Nardi at 574-586-3184, ext.

6311 or 6313.

If you do not qualify for Direct Certification but believe your household may qualify for meal

benefits based on income, please complete a Free & Reduced Meal Application. The Free &

Reduced Meal Application can be found in your Family Harmony account, immediately following

the online registration forms.

Important: If your family received Free & Reduced Meal benefits last school year through an

application (not Direct Certification), you must submit a new application within the first 30 days of

school. Applications are required every school year—benefits do not automatically carry over from

one year to the next.



FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

On the first day of school, we ask that parents say their goodbyes

outside. We will have plenty of support and help to walk our littles

to their classrooms.

Kindergarten Parents: Your littles will recieve a Wildcat sticker

from their teacher at Back to School Night with their name and teacher's initials. Please have them

wear their very special sticker on the first day of school as it will help us easily identify our Kinders

and walk them to the correct spot.

Boys and Girls Club Information!

The Boys and Girls Club is back at Walkerton Elementary School

this upcoming year!

Public registration is open on their website at bgcsjc.org.

Please send any parent questions our way - register@bgcnic.org

Before and After School Care at WES will begin on the first day of school, Wednesday August

12th.

Back to School Night at WES!

Back to School night will be on August 10th from 5:30 - 7:00 PM

at WES. Come by to drop off supplies and meet your child(ren)'s

teacher.

http://bgcsjc.org/
mailto:register@bgcsjc.org
mailto:register@bgcnic.org


Walkerton Elementary is proud to be a Schoolwide Title I School. This means we receive federal

Title I funding to provide additional academic support and learning opportunities for all students.

While Title I places a strong emphasis on helping students in kindergarten through third grade build

strong reading skills, the resources and support benefit our entire school community.

At Walkerton Elementary, every student has access to additional instructional support when

needed. This may include one-on-one instruction, small-group lessons, or targeted interventions

designed to strengthen specific academic skills. Our Title I teacher, Ms. Sara Haluda, works

alongside instructional aides and classroom teachers to provide personalized support based on

each student's individual needs.

Title I is about more than student instruction. Throughout the school year, our Title I team also

hosts engaging Family Nights that provide fun, interactive learning experiences for students and

their families. We encourage everyone to participate and watch for details about these events

throughout the year.

Our goal is simple: to provide the extra support, resources, and opportunities needed to help every

child reach their full potential and experience success in school.

Many wonderful things at WES are provided by our amazing PTA.

Consider joining today by clicking the the "Get Involved" picture to

the right or by signing up at Back to School Night on Monday

August 10th from 5:30-7:00.

Our first official first meeting will be September 2nd at 5:00 PM .

You can join us in person or via GoogleMeet by following the link

below.

SEPT. 2nd MEETING LINK

We hope to see you there!

https://meet.google.com/szm-zmvm-zod
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSMxRhOlcNUq0V474s4hzaO0h5q5w5D2x2PgeK3_sRgXK49A/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR0At33Uv72zyqYN6AN37xoosc0A97kvmtU46MpJnp6oc39u6urO7yEWu2Y_aem_GjYQe9u_X1becFw8_c94rA




Mrs. Kaser
Principal

Event Information

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!

When?

Wednesday, Aug 12, 2026, 07:45 AM

Where?

805 Washington Street, Walkerton, IN, USA location_on Open maps

https://www.pinterest.com/betterwithsmore
https://www.tiktok.com/@smorenewsletter
https://www.facebook.com/smorepages
https://www.twitter.com/smorenewsletter
https://www.instagram.com/smorenewsletter
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt4lNwu5qhlnQqLgnkpuNgA
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=805%20Washington%20Street%2C%20Walkerton%2C%20IN%2C%20USA&hl=en

