SHAMROCK SHOUT OUT
FEBRUARY 2018

IMPORTANT EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY

6" ..JGSC Board Mtg. 7 PM 16"...School in Session

12— 16", . Book Fair Week 19% . No School (Snow make-up day)

13", PTO Meeting 3:15 PM 20" .. JGSC Board Mtg. 7 PM

15", . .Ice Cream Social 5:30-7:30 PM 22M, . .Math Bowl Competition @WES 5 PM

15", . Science Fair and PLTW Display 4:30-7:30 26™.. ISTEP+ Session 1 Testing Week

Grade 3-6 ISTEP+ Part 1 Applied Skills Test
February 26 — March 9 is the window for Gr. 3-6 ISTEP+ testing. The staff will be working on a schedule that
provides optimal time to meet the students’ needs. Please schedule appointments around these important dates.

Book Fair Family Event: Tuesday February 15, 5:30 — 7:30 pm Ice Cream Social

Need a study break or just a sweet treat? Come join us at the NLES Family Event for some ice cream

sundaes. This is a free family event, however, donations are welcome (syrups, whipped topping,

brownies, cookies, etc.) The book fair will be open in the library from 3:00-8:00 PM. After enjoying
your treat stop by the Book Fair for another treat — Books! We hope everyone will come out for some ice cream
and fun © Questions contact Denise Scott 360-1119, smiles81675@yahoo.com

Yearbook Sales Deadline is February 16
Cost is $15.00 for a soft cover and options to build your own design. Forms sent home and in the office. All
clubs and groups will take pictures for the yearbook on February 14 to be included in the yearbook. Students
will need to bring shirts from their teams for a group picture.

KDG Round up Date Change
Pass the word about KDG Round-up on March 14 at 6:00 PM. We moved the date up to plan effectively as
requests come in from outside our district. We have a great school and families are excited about the
opportunity to join our corporation. Spread the good news about March 14 at 6 PM. Reminder that eligibility
for KDG is age 5 before August 1. Bring a birth certificate, health records, and other important documents.

Shamrock Grams with a Green Carnation $1
Shamrock Grams (attached) will be sold February 19 (no lunch sales) thru March 1. On February 15, they will
be available at the Ice Cream Social. Shamrock Grams may be sent to students/staff at all JGSC buildings.

5t and 6™ Grade Girls Basketball Schedule

2/1/2018 Prairie View (5AB) 530 T 3/1/2018 Culver (6AB) 5:00
2/3/2018 LaVille Tourney (6th A & B)9:00 T 3/1/2018 Culver (5AB) 5:00
2/6/2018 Olive Township (5AB) 5:00 H 3/3/2018 NLES Tourney (5th A & B) 9:00
2/13/2018 LaVille (6th A & B) 430 T 3/5/2018 Argos (6th A & B) 5:00
2/13/2018 LaVille (5th A & B) 4:30 H 3/5/2018 Argos (5th A & B) 5:00
2/20/2018 New Prairie (6th A & B) 5:00 H 3/6/2018 Bremen (6A & B) 5:00
2/26/2018 Riverside PLY (6thA & B) 5:00 T 3/6/2018 Bremen (5A & B) 5:00
2/26/2018 Riverside PLY (5th A & B) 5:00 H 3/8/2018 Triton (6th A & B) 5:00
2/28/2018 Knox (6th A & B) 530 H 3/8/2018 Triton (5th A & B) 5:00
2/28/2018 Knox (5th A & B) 530 T 3/13/2018 Walkerton (6th A & B) 4:30

3/13/2018 Walkerton (5th A & B) 4:30

=Rl Ruoianiiy Hanian iy


mailto:smiles81675@yahoo.com

Su

10
17
24

June-18
Mo TuWe Th Fr

4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

Sa

16
23
30

Su

15
22
29

July-18
Mo TuWe Th Fr
2 3 4 5 6
9 10 11 12 13
16 17 18 19 20
23 24 25 26 27
30 31

Sa

14
21
28

Su

12
19
26

August-18
Mo TuWe Th Fr
1 2 3
6 7 8 9 10
13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 30 31

Sa

11
18
25

Su

16
23
30

September-18
Mo TuWe Th Fr

3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28

Sa

15
22
29

Su

14
21
28

October-18
Mo TuWe Th Fr
1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26
29 30 31

Sa

13
20
27

Su

11
18
25

November-18

Mo TuWe Th Fr
1 2

5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30

Sa

10
17
24

1st 9 Weeks =42
3rd 9 Weeks =47

John Glenn School Corporation
2018-2019

Jun. 5 - Session | Summer School Begins, 8:00 - 12:00
Jun.29 - Session | Summer School Ends

Jul. 9 - Session || Summer School Begins, 8:00 - 12:00
Jul. 31 - Session || Summer School Ends

Aug. 1 - Online Registration Opens
Aug. 2 - Student Registration -
12:30 to 7:00 P.M.
Aug. 13 - Teacher Orientation
Aug. 14 - Classes Begin - Grades K - 12

Sep. 3 - Labor Day, No School
Sep. 24 - No School

Oct. 1 - 7 - 12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:15 - 7:15
Oct. 2 - 7 - 12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:15-7:15
Oct. 15 - Begin Second Nine Week Grading Period
Oct. 15 - K - 6 Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:15 - 7:15
Oct. 16 - K - 6 Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:15 - 7:15
Oct. 18 - Fall Break Begins, No School
Oct. 19 - Fall Break, No School

Nov. 21 - Thanksgiving Break, No School
Nov. 22 - Thanksgiving Break, No School
Nov. 23 - Thanksgiving Break, No School

Dec.

Jan. 7 - Classes Resume Following Winter Vacation

Begin Third Nine Week Grading Period/Second Sem.

Revised 1/8/18
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Jan. 21 - Martin Luther King Day -No School (Snow Make-Up Day| 24

Feb. 15 - No School (Snow Make-Up Day)

Feb. 18 - Presidents' Day - No School (Snow Make-Up Day)

Mar. 15 - End Third Nine Week Grading Period
Mar. 18 - Begin Fourth Nine Week Grading Period
Mar. 22 - Dismiss for Spring Break - 3:00 p.m.
Mar. 25 - Spring Break Begins

Mar. 29 - Spring Break Ends

Apr. 1 - Classes Resume Following Spring Break
Apr. 19 - No School (Snow Make-Up Day)
Apr. 22 No School (Snow Make-Up Day)

May 27 - Memorial Day - No School

May 30 - End of Year - Last Student Day
End Fourth Nine Week Grading Period/
Second Semester

May 31 - Teacher Records Day (No Students)

Jun. 2 - Commencement
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Please join us on Saturday. Fetruaary 17, 2018 ac the Yot Glewn Education
will tate place at the Swan Late Resort,

Tte evening will be illed with a plated dinnern, dancing. lve performances by oun
dhiow choins and jagy band. and a sdlent auction featuring many of oar local
businesses, Tickets ts the Gala will be avaclalle for punchase at all home JGHS
Boge " and Gike Varsity Basketball games beginning in Yanuary, as well as at
the adminiotration office on Yot Glenn Drive.

Ttis event will naise funde that will enable oun Foundation to provide cunovative
oppontanitied in education for students and stafy within oar district. For more
information, or to get involued, please emad ws at jgedfoundation(Qgmadl, com.
Reference the Gala in the subject line and a board member will neach out to you.
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Spring Break Enrichment 2018
Dear parents,

Registration for the new Spring Break Enrichment is just beginning. Spring
Enrichment will be held at North Liberty Elementary from March 26th thru March 30th-.
Our program will be open from 6:00am until 6:00pm. The cost of the program will be
$20 a day. Payments are to be made by March 16th to guarantee a spot in the enrichment.

A field trip is in the works but not set yet more details will be given closer to
Spring Break.

Please fill in the schedule of days your child will be in attendance. Lunch count
and the activities need an accurate head count. We are looking forward to a fun filled
week of activities and learning.

Sincerely
Charman Dreessen

Please fill out the bottom portion and return to the B&A staff ASAP

Childs name:
Age Grade
Parents name:
Address:

Phone:

Cell Phone:

Work Phone:
Emergency Contact:
Emergency Phone:

ALLAllergies

Dentisit: Phone
Doctor Phone

3-26 3-27 3-28 3-29 3-30




The Swoop Scoop

“Swoop” is a hickname for our Title | Progrom. Students in grades K-3 may quialify for extra reading support
each semester thanks to a federally funded progrom for which JGSC qualifies.

Swoop Groups are busy Mondays through Fridays! Mrs. Weiss travels between two schools to work with our
teachers and Swoop aides. Our incredible instructional aides work within K-3rd grade reading classes offering
extra help for reading. Some students work in the Swoop room in the afternoons for half hour periods. The
students work in consistent small groups with reading lessons led by the instructional aides.

NEW Groups! Every year, we regroup for the second half of the year. We used some time in December to read
with each child in grades K-2. This is invaluable as we take the time one on one to enjoy each child and
determine whether some extra help would ke beneficial. The classroom teachers provide lots of input on the
students’ progress, too. Then we regroup for our new groups beginning at the end of January. If your child
made sufficient progress to leave Swoop, you will receive a letter via USPS. If your child is joining the Swoop
Crew, you would receive a letter via USPS, as well.

Swoop Group Spotlight

All our 1st-3rd grade Swoopers enjoyed a literacy gome day recently.
From Sight Word Candyland to shaving cream writing, it was a nice

break from regular lessons as we prepared to regroup and dig in for
the last part of the year.

I------------1

Welcome, Mrs. Nifong!

Mrs. Darci Nifong joined us Joanuary 8th! Mrs. Nifong will be a
Title | Instructional Aide working with K-3rd grade students.
She is a mom and resides in Plymouth. We are very happy to
have her on the Swoop Team!
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Marshall Co. Reading Council Young Authors’ Conference

Save the date: Author Ashley Wolff will be at
the annual MCRC Young Authors’
Conference April 12 at Menominee School.
OUr stoff helps with this event ond ALL our
students are welcome. More information will
lbe coming soon.

You are your child’'s most important teacher! Thank you for your support and teamwork!
~ Mrs. Weiss, Title | Teacher~



Dino Night was a Roaring Success!

Thank you to the families who joined up on January 9 for our Dino Family Night. The
students did a beautiful job with the make and take gomes, building their dino models,
and doing the Dino Move and Groove! The real mastodon bones were amozing! The dino
fossil casts turned out fantastic. The cookies and cocoa were yummo, and the smiles said
it all on the free dino rides! Here are a few pics, and there are many more on the NLES

facebook page. :)

I--------------------1
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Next Swoop Family Night
March 6 ~ 6pm-7:30pm

Snow is falling and books are calling! Please join us for
Swoop Family Night The whole family is invited! From
ooks to games to hands on activities, this eveningis
sure to bring plenty of smiles! Snacks provided, too.
Thanks to our Tl grant, there is no cost to families for this
event. :) RSVPs will be sent home with your Swooper in
February. Please return those asap to help plan
materials and refreshments for the evening. We are
looking forward to a great evening with our students,

their fomilies, and our stoff!
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You are your child’'s most important teacher! Thank you for your support and teamwork!
~ Mrs. Weiss, Title | Teacher~



Gym-NEWS-ium

Jumping Into Your Passion!!!

On January 19th, the NLES students had a fantastic full school assembly with the Flight Crew Jump Ropers.
These jumpers were recent semi-finalists on the popular variety show “America’s Got Talent”. The show
was coordinated and funded by the NLES PE department. The Flight Crew also visited JGHS, UMS, and
WES. The program was a reward to the NLES Students for this year’s PE Fundraiser for achieving the goal
of selling 250 cases of “World’s Finest Chocolate”. The seven high sellers from the fund raiser were given
front row seats to watch the talented group perform with their jump ropes and exceptional athletic skills.
The crew spoke about Jumping Into Your Passion and good methods to deal with unwanted bullying.

Check out the videos on
the NLES Facebook Page




Important Attendance Update
We at NLES want to make sure our students are successful. For us to accomplish this,
student attendance must be made a priority. Although teachers are one of the most
important school- related factors in a student’s success, they cannot influence or provide
learning opportunities when your child is absent. Of course, there will be times when
students must miss school, but our goal is to make sure students are only absent when necessary. Just
remember, if your child is going to be absent, always call the school so we know that your child is safe.

Did You Know? Being frequently absent early in a child's school career not only shows lower
achievement in math, reading, and general knowledge, it is also a common statistic of high school dropouts.

The bar graph below shows the percentage of attendance for each grade since the beginning of this school year, our goal
is to make sure every grade level is above 96% at the end of the year.
We are on our way to reaching our goal!
[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote from the document or use this space to emphasize a key
point. To place this text box anywhere on the page, just drag it.]

North Liberty Elementary Attendance Percentages
2017-2018
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What Does it Mean to be College and Career Ready?

College Ready -A College Ready student is an academically prepared student, ready for postsecondary
education or training without the need for remedial coursework. Whether you are pursuing a four-year degree or
studying for a skilled trade license, being ready means having the reading, writing, mathematics, social, and

cognitive skills to qualify for and succeed in the academic program of your choice.

Career Ready -A Career Ready student possesses both the necessary knowledge and technical skills needed
for employment in their desired career field. For example, a student who is ready to become a teacher not only
possesses knowledge of education policy, but also possesses all required certifications required to become a

teacher.
Why is it important for our students to be college and career ready?

Students in elementary school are not too young to be exposed to the idea of postsecondary education/training.
The elementary school years are an ideal time to foster students' enthusiasm about "what they want to be when

they grow up," to encourage excitement about their futures, and to build the foundation for academic success.
What Parents Can Do

Help your child become a reader by reading to your child every day or having him read to you. When
your child is old enough to read independently, expect twenty to thirty minutes of daily reading. Support your

child's reading habit by talking about books, visiting the library, and letting your child see you read, too.

Help your child get to school on time every day. Frequent absence or tardiness has a negative  impact on

learning and achievement.

Monitor your child's progress in school and keep in contact with his teachers. Reinforce learning by re-

viewing math facts and vocabulary words with your child.

Talk to your child about different careers and the education or training required for various types of
jobs. For example, during a visit to the pediatrician, point out different career opportunities: doctor, nurse, medi-
cal secretary, lab technician. If possible, take your child to visit your place of employment. See the “Family Career

Tree” activity.

Cultivate your child’'s natural curiosity by exploring museums, zoos, airports, planetariums, and battle-

fields. The classroom isn't the only place where learning happens.

Expose your child to the arts. Locate opportunities for music, dance, art, and theater experiences and les-

sons.



What Students Can Do

Read every day.

Try your best in school.

Get involved in something outside of school.
Ask lots of questions.

Here is a great family activity to start a conversation about career exploration:

Look for our monthly College & Career Readiness e-newsletter coming in your
email this week including upcoming events, college saving tips, and college &
career readiness activities...hard copies can be requested.
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SHAMROCK GRAMS

Grade: Teacher:

SHAMROCK GRAMS

Gréde: Teacher:

NLES
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e o [l iloe Saturday, February 3
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

/

Entertaining Stage Shows
Hands-on Activities
Raffles & Giveaways

Prepare to be mesmerized Snakes, Birds, and Bugs! Shake from excitement Up, Up, and Away! Soar

by StormTeam 16 as they Learn more about your as Science Central through the starry skies and
share the inside scoop on favorite animals during the demonstrates how sound find out about “The History
how weather changes are Silly Safaris, Inc. Show travels during their “Good of Light” with the Sea
predicted. and Meet and Greet. Vibrations” performance. Beast Puppet Company.

!!Ei! 304 SOUTH MAIN STREET | SOUTH BEND, IN 46601
D SJCPL.ORG



North Liberty
Elementary
2nd 9 Week
Honor Roll
Third Grade
Distinguished
Scarlett Franklin
Casen Garrett
Lydia Goodsell
Dakota Hickey
Cloey Hummel
Christina Laskowski
Miah Lichtenbarger
Landon Richie
Finley Seal

Levi Spychalski
Amelia Stevens
Jackson Taylor
Kamden Tibbs
Kylie Timm
Brayden Whitmer
Myla Williams

Regular

Rylie Albright
Logan Alexander
Mackenzie Banaszak
Addison Beatty
Devin Braun
Mari Brennan
Payton Bohnke
Allie Brinkhoff
Carter Carpenter
Kenzie Chizum
Guillermo Coria
Alexia Cox
Allison Dennie
Lilah Donlon
Hunter Dupont
Konor Fugate

Charis Geist
Katelynn Griesinger
Mason Grove
Riley Hamilton
Corbin Hamrick
Molly Harness
Erin Harrison
Karter Hensley
Nicolas Holzer
Haylee Isbell
Peyton James
Zalia Kaser
Savannah Leslie
Ava Litteral
Laelyn Lowery
Anthony Lubelski
Donavan Martin
Karlyn McNeill
Koda Nimon
Arieana Palmer
Emmalane Pittman
Persayus Richard
Kacen Sanchez
Trace Slayton-Miller
Aidan Smith
Alexander Sweet
Reid Taylor

Ryan Taylor
Layne Tibbs

John Vanek

Cailee Verduin
Isabella Williamson
Hailey Yoder

Fourth Grade
Distinguished
Alyssa Buss
Kaden Lang
Anna Watson
Regular

Ajay Brinkhoff

Morgan Gill
Ethan Giszewski
Gabriel Goodsell
Preston Grove
Calli Hahn
Taylor Jackson
Rylee Johnson
Adam Laffoon
Justin Leslie
Kinley MacLeod
Elden Philson
Cohen Pena
Peyton Radandt
Julia Rudecki
Jacob Scott
Ayden Smigielski
Arianna Stanley
Kassidy Tibbs
Jolene Tungate
Vincent Tolleson
Whitmer Lillian
Delaney Woods
Blake Wright

Fifth Grade
Distinguished
Dylan Albright
Logan Bryant
Brody Chapman
Ethan Craft
Harryson Givens
Makayla Laskowski
Ryder Patrick
Anna Shoue
Michael Solymosi
Alex Stuber
Madysen Whitmer
Regular
Nicholas Beem
Elijah Beeney
Dakota Brown

Sophie Coppens
Jake Duval

Hope Felgenhauer
Emma Foresman
Avery Franklin
Hailey Giszewski
Joshua Headley
Brody King

Drew King
Makinzie Kline
Sean Kruszewski
Jayden Leitch
Alexis Mankowski
Ian McNeill
Alanna Meersman
Alexandra Moseberry
Carlos Pena
Rhyson Peterson
Alainna Pittman
Faith Reynolds
Sarah Rippey
Maxwell Roush
Ethan Smith
Lucas Sternaman
Julian Stuart
Logan Taylor
McKenzie Timm
Trace Tucker
Oscar Villa
Delaney Williams

Sixth Grade
Distinguished
Carter Dupont
Landon Johnson
Olivia Kalicki
Benjamin Katowich
Jack Laskowski
Hayden McCurdie
Nathan Matanic
Vanessa Meyer

Chase Miller
Sophie Minnick
Marshall Platz
Sophia Romer
Logan Richie
Joseph Shoue
Hannah Thomas

Regular
Trenton Bajer
Micah Beeney
Timothy Bergan
Anton Braun
Michael Braun
Kaycee Denham
Kaylee Fair
Nova Hawthorne
Samuel Hodges
Rebecca Hostetler
Rylee Johnson
Canyon King
Audra Kiszka
Eliana Lang
Benjamin Larkin
Ava Leslie
Olivia Limerick
Zachary Litteral
Brady Miller
Nevaeh Neely
Evelene Peterson
Emily Philson
Luke Rice
Lillianah Smiddy-
LeClair

Michelle Smiddy-
LeClair

Caleb Spondnick
Aiden Swank
Camryn Taghon
Harley Taylor
Trinity Tirotta
Steven Valentiny
Trinity Wallace

Nicholas Zablocki
Gabriella Ziolkowski



North Liberty
Elementary

1t Semester
Honor Roll
Third Grade
Distinguished
Logan Alexander
Mackenzie Banaszak
Addison Beatty
Payton Bohnke
Allie Brinkhoff
Alexia Cox

Allison Dennie
Scarlett Franklin
Casen Garrett
Lydia Goodsell
Katelynn Griesinger
Riley Hamilton
Corbin Hamrick
Dakota Hickey
Nicolas Holzer
Cloey Hummel
Christina Laskowski
Miah Lichtenbarger
Ava Litteral
Landon Richie
Finley Seal

Aidan Smith

Levi Spychalski
Amelia Stevens
Kamden Tibbs
Kylie Timm
Brayden Whitmer
Myla Williams

Regular
Rylie Albright
Alexis Baugher
Devin Braun
Mari Brennan

Aiden Buckner
Ella Cambin
Carter Carpenter
Kenzie Chizum
Guillermo Coria
Courtney Lylian
Lilah Donlon
Hunter Dupont
Alaina Duszynski
Konor Fugate
Charis Geist
Mason Grove
Molly Harness
Erin Harrison
Karter Hensley
Haylee Isbell
Peyton James
Zalia Kaser
Savannah Leslie
Laelyn Lowery
Anthony Lubelski
Karlyn McNeill
Koda Nimon
Arieana Palmer
Emmalane Pittman
Persayus Richard
Kacen Sanchez
Trace Slayton-Miller
Aidan Smith
Alexander Sweet
Jackson Taylor
Reid Taylor

Ryan Taylor
Layne Tibbs

John Vanek
Cailee Verduin
Atticus Wakeman
Isabella Williamson
Hailey Yoder

Fourth Grade
Distinguished
Alyssa Buss
Kaden Lang
Anna Watson

Regular

Ajay Brinkhoff
Morgan Gill
Ethan Giszewski
Gabriel Goodsell
Preston Grove
Alexander Hahn
Calli Hahn
Taylor Jackson
Rylee Johnson
Evelyn Kipp
Adrianna Lardino
Justin Leslie
Kinley MacLeod
Carley Mlekodaj
Krista Morris
Peyton Radandt
Julia Rudecki
Jacob Scott
Ayden Smigielski
Arianna Stanley
Kassidy Tibbs
Jolene Tungate
Whitmer Lillian
Delaney Woods
Blake Wright

Fifth Grade
Distinguished
Dylan Albright
Logan Bryant
Brody Chapman
Ethan Craft
Makayla Laskowski
Ryder Patrick

Anna Shoue

Michael Solymosi
Alex Stuber
Madysen Whitmer

Regular

Beau Aschenbrenner
Nicholas Beem
Elijah Beeney
Dakota Brown
Sophie Coppens
Jake Duval

Hope Felgenhauer
Emma Foresman
Avery Franklin
Brandon Free
Hailey Giszewski
Jonathan Griesinger
Madison Holley
Brady Joachim
Brody King

Drew King
Makinzie Kline
Sean Kruszewski
LeAnna Lardino
Jayden Leitch

Ian McNeill
Alanna Meersman
Dakota Mills
Alexandra Moseberry
Carlos Pena
Rhyson Peterson
Alainna Pittman
Faith Reynolds
Sarah Rippey
Maxwell Roush
Sienna Scott
Ethan Smith
Lucas Sternaman
Julian Stuart
Logan Taylor
McKenzie Timm
Trace Tucker
Oscar Villa

Delaney Williams

Sixth Grade
Distinguished
Trenton Bajer
Carter Dupont
Landon Johnson
Olivia Kalicki
Benjamin Katowich
Eliana Lang
Zachary Litteral
Hayden McCurdie
Nathan Matanic
Vanessa Meyer
Sophie Minnick
Marshall Platz
Logan Richie
Hannah Thomas
Gabriella Ziolkowski

Regular

Micah Beeney
Timothy Bergan
Zachory Beuley
Anton Braun
Michael Braun
Ethan Garcia
Rene Graham
Nova Hawthorne
Samuel Hodges
Rebecca Hostetler
Rylee Johnson
Canyon King
Audra Kiszka
Benjamin Larkin
Jack Laskowski
Ava Leslie
Olivia Limerick
Brady Miller
Chase Miller
Evelene Peterson
Emily Philson

Luke Rice

Sophia Romer
Joseph Shoue
Lillianah Smiddy-
LeClair

Michelle Smiddy-
LeClair

Aiden Swank
Camryn Taghon
Harley Taylor
Trinity Tirotta
Steven Valentiny
Trinity Wallace
Maralee Wyatt
Nicholas Zablocki
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i love you
because...
Famﬂy members can share what they
love about each other with this writ-
ing achivity. Have your youngster cut
out paper hearts. Write love notes on
them and hide for others to find. For
examiple, maybe your child will put
one under her sister’s placemat that
says, “I love you because you make
me laugh.”

On the road again

Carpooling with other parentsisa
great way to save time and money—
and to get to know your youngster’s
classmates. When you drive, you'll
probably hear them discuss school,
sports, and [riends. Nofe: Ask parents
about booster seats—if a child uses
one in his parents’ car, he’ll need one
In youts, too.

indoor “recess”—at home
‘When winter weather keeps your
family inside, ask your child to show
you what she does during indoor
recess at school. She could teach you
games, crafts, or songs she enjoys.
Then, encourage her to come up with
new ideas to try at home or in class.

Worth quoting
“Life itself is the most wondertul fairy
tale.” Hans Christian Andersen

_ JUST FOR FUN
Q: Why did the orange lose the race?

A Because it ran
out of juice!

Olympic-sized

‘While the 2018 Winter -
Olympic Games are taking >

place thousands of miles
away, your child can earn
a “medal” in learning at @

home. Turn Olympic magic (i HGAn
into educational gold with 4
these suggestions. [0S
Reading .
Speed skating, ski jump- v 1k
ing, luge...which Winter :s g
Olymypics sports does N AN
your youngster enjoy poy 1 O

watching? Head to the

library together to pick out

books about their history, the rules, and
how the athletes train. fdea: Hold a
“reading Olympics.” Let family members
count the books they read in February.
At the end of the month, everyone can
award medals to their three favorites.

Math

Your child will practice gathering,
recording, and calculating data to find
out which of his favorite couniries wins
the most medals. Encourage him to
divide poster board inte four columns:
“Country,” “Gold,” *Silver,” “Bronze.” In
column one, he can list teams he'd like

Decisions, decisions

North Liberty Elementary

Melanie Heiser, School Counselor
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to follow. Every day, have him checka
newspaper or olympic.org and add tally
marks for each country’s medals. After
the Olympics end, he can total them up
to see who got the most in each category.

Social studies

Where in the world do the Olympic
athletes coine from? To explore geogra-
phy, help your youngster use a map to
find countries represented in the Olym-
pics. e might put star stickers on the
countries on a wall map. Or let him
print cut a world map and make a dot
on each competing country ¥

\W

Learning to make smaller decisions now will prepare
your youngster to make bigger ones later, Here are
ways to build her decision-inaking skills:

® Hearing you think through your choices gives

your child an example to follow: You might say, “T'd
like to visit Aunt Sue tonight, but then T might not
finish this proposal for worlc. 111 go Saturday instead.”

® When possible, give your youngster two to three
specific options. That way, she can inake a decision ==
without feeling overwhelmed. Example: “Do you

ant to sweep or dust?” rather than “Which chore would you prefer to do?”%¥

© 2017 Resources lor Educators, a division of CCH incorporated
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student calling a classmate
names or gossiping, she
could counter the unkind
words with nice ones. (I
hear you’re really good
at gymnastics.”)

An anti-bullying
attitude

Having a positive attitude toward
others can help to keep your
youngster from participating in
bullying. With these ideas, she'll
be more apt to be kind to others and
want thein o feel included.

2. Accept everyone.
Leaving people out on
purpose is a form of
bullying. Suggest that
your child look for
chances to make others
feel that they belong. For
example, she might ask to

1. Watch your words. Let your
youngster know you expect her to
speak kindly. Before she says something
she’s unsure about, she could ask herself

if she would want you to hear it. If she overhears another join someone who normally sits alone on the bus. Or she
could invite a new student to her birthday party. She’ll see
= how good it feels to make someone’s day—-and perhaps
; ?—_—@ she'll even gain a friend!¥
O aa g '

.
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FTIY Liad Inspired
ACTAMER [

Artunleashes your child’s imagina-
tion and lets him practice fine-motor gets discouraged when he car’t do something
skills. Try these tips to encourage him correctly right away. While he was practicing
to experiment. ‘ his typing skills, he said, “Forget it, 'm
no good at this,” and walked away from
the computer.

I told Marlc that mistakes are part of learning. I admitted that when I was his age,
[ wanted to quit the violin because I couldn’t get the notes right on my favorite
piece. Luckily, the school music teacher encouraged me to continue, and Mark
knows that 1 enjoy playing the violin to this day.

To show Mark his mistakes were “stepping-stones,” I drew circles across a sheet
of paper. Fach time he made a mistake while typing, I suggested he cross out a

Use natural supplies stepping-stone and start the sentence again. I knew that if he kept trying, he'd type
Challenge your youngster to find free an error-free sentence before he got to the last stone—and T was right.
art materials right in your backyard! For Now Mark has a way to track his progress with typing and other things that

instance, he might use sticks or feathers

require persistence.¥
as paintbrushes. Or he could draw on ——

rocks with colored chalk.
Try new formats Study with a senci! in hand
Suggest that your child arrange objects ) uu} Wikl d pCiiCin il nidnl

{toys, fruits) on a table and sketch a still life.
Or go outdoors where he can paint a land-

Q: When my daughter studies for ~ the end-ol-chapter questions or even
a test, she simply reads through design her own quiz. When she studies

scape of namral scenery like rees or a ’ her notes or textbook chapter once  with a classiate, they might write ques-
pond. If he wants to draw a portrait, he and announces shes finished. How can I tions on index cards and play “quiz show.”
could ask a fainily member to pose—or help her study more effectively? Sketching pictures is another good

study strategy. To prepare for a test on
planets, she can
draw and label the
solar system. Or
~ she could draw

look in a mirror and create a self-portrait. ¥ o )
_ _ . _ A3 Reading is an important part of

O UR PURPOSE studying. But writing and drawing can

To provide busy parents with practical ideas he]_P cement the information in

that promote school success, parens involvement, h . 1 in f d
and more effective parenting, er mind——In iun arl

Resources for Educators, interes [iIlg ways. . 1 wri
a division of CCH Incorporated For example if pizzas and wrire
128 N, Royal Avenue « Front Royal, VA 22630 . . ’ fractions on the
800-394-5052 » rfecnstomer@woltersihuwer.com shek studying a text- 1i hil d
wwwrfeonline.com book chapter, she slices while stilay-

ISSN 1540-5621 ing for a math test.¥

© 2017 Resources for Educators, a diision of CCH Incorporated
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Share these ideas for keeping track of
sources when your youngster writes
reports for school. He can jot each
fact on the [ront of an index card
and list the book’s title and author on
the hack. Or he could print out arti-
cles and highlight information he
plans to use. The URL will be right
there at the hottom of the page.

Winter wear

Not too cold, not too hot—your
child will concentrate better in school
if she’s comfortable. Encourage her to
dress in layers so she can remove or
add as needed. For example, she
might wear a sweater over a T-shirt
or a vest on top of a blouse.

Developing diligence

When your youngster gives a job his
wholehearted effort, hek being dili-
gent. To demonstrate, suggest that he
fold a few shirts before putting them
in a drawer and then just throw in the
rest. Ask him if he has done the job
right, Point out that diligence will give
him better results (unwrinkled shirts).

Worth quoting
“Hold on to a true friend with both
your hands.” Nigerian proverb

~ JUST FOR FUN _

@Q: Where was the Declaration of
Independence signed?

A: At the

. ter in school. Try these

. the salad while you peel potatoes.

North Liberty Elementary
Melanie Heiser, School Counselor

Together time

Famnily time is a worthy invest- =
ment that can boost your child’s m
commuuication skills and self-

esteem. As a result, she may
learn more and behave bet-

P e

SN S

ideas for [itting in more
time with your youngster.

Maximize minutes
Sharing simple, everyday
moments may lead to con-
versations about school or
friends. Ask your child to help
you with dinner. She could make

Or sing along with the radio when the
two of you are in the car or listening to
music at home, Pian ahead

With your child, list special activities
you both enjoy, such as going to a flea
market, visiting a nature center, or watch-
ing a basketball game. Put these on a cal-
endar so you'll plan on them. She'll see

that her company is important to you.

Have “play dates”

Join your youngster when she plays.
She might teach you the rules for Trouble
or Mousetrap, or you could show her a
card game you liked at her age. Or pre-
tend with her—maybe she’ll be a veteri-
narian and you'll bring stufted animals for
checkups. Taking turns and role-playing
build social skills she needs in school.

Tip: Silence or put away your phone
to give your youngster your undivided
attention while you chat or play.¥

Celebrate history
For a child, even yesterday can seem like a Jong

time ago. Bring the past into the present for your
youngster with these do-it-today activities.

® Celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
This civil tights leader helped to change the world.
How can your family make a difference? Have each per-
son draw a star on a sheet of paper, then cut it out and write one way to help others
on each of the star’s points. Fxamples: “Malke a meal. for a sick neighbor.” “Play with a
classmate who doesn’t have a lot of friends.”

® Create a personal history museum, History isn't just about others—
your family has its own history, too! Let your child turn a box into a museun
filled with items that remind family members of “historic” moments. ITe might
\include his T-ball award or a photograph of his little sister in a school play.¥ '

© 2017 Resources for Edicators, a division of CCH Incorporated
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a “Would you rather” question, such
as “Would you rather fly like a bird
or transport anywhere instantly?”
Maybe you'll say “teleporting” is
better because you'd get home
from work quickly. Your young-

ster might reply, “I agree that
teleporting would be faster, but

Keys to
collaboration

Here's a skill that will come in
handy when your child works with
partners or groups: collaboration.
He'll need to exchange opinions and

solve problems throughout his
school career and in future jobs.
Share these tips.

Think before answering. Ina
good discussion, each person builds
on others’ responses. Practice by asking

Peer pressure:
Stop and think

My daughter Chloe has a friend who
dares her to do things that could lead to
trouble. When the girls got a restroom
pass from their teacher, this friend pres-
sured her to sneak onto the playground.
Chloe said it was hard to say no, and
when she did, her friend called her a
“scaredy-cat.”

I told Chloe
I was proud of
her for doing
the right thing.
Then I shared
an idea to use if
she faces peer
pressure. She
can picturea -+
stop sign in her mind— that’s her cue to
stop and think. If she wouldn't want her
teacher or me to see her saying yes, she
should say no.

We also tlked about how true friends

will take “no” for an answer. I hope the
“stop sign” strategy will help her handle
tough situations in the future.¥

OUR PURPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ideas
that promote school success, parent involvement,
and wmore eflective parenting.
Resourres Tor Educators,

a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue « Front Royal, VA 22630
B00-394-5052 » rfecustomer@hwvolterskluwer.com
www.rfeoniine.comn

ISSN 1540-5621

I'd like to fly and look at the
world below”

Negotiate thoughtfully.
Appoint your child “consensus
builder” for one week. His job
is to think of compromises. Say
one family member wants tacos for dinner and another wants
pasta. Perhaps he'll suggest a “taco-spaghetti bar” where you
have torillas and noodles, with toppings for both.¥

------------------------
LT Y
ta,

Now that he5 older, he spends more time sitting around
than running around. How can I get him moving?

A: Youw're right to want your son to move more, since datly
physical activity will keep him healthier.

Challenge your child to think of fun ways to be active, and sug-
gest that he write each one on a separate index card. Examples:
“Jump rope.” “Tuggle bafls.” “Play air guitar.” Every day, prompt
him to pick a few cards and do what they say,.

Encourage him to enjoy physical activity with other kids, too,
by joining a sports team or taling a class like karate or gymnastics. You can also help
by being active with him. Go outside for a game of catch, follow along with a work-
oul video, or play Ping-Pong at the community center.

Between these ideas—and recess and PE at school-—-your son can get the recom-
mended hour or more of exercise per day.¥

*Tta# Male a crystal “garden”

AcTl

‘OR“ER This sparkly 4. Have her check the shells twice a day

o science experi- and record what she sees. Over several

ment will show your youngster how days, colorful crystals will form.
crystals form.
1. Save the shells from 4 eggs that
yowve cracked in half. Have your child
rinse them and place into an empty egg
carton.

5. She could paint her crystals with
clear nail polish to preserve them.

The science: As salt dissolves, the water
molecules drive apart the salt molecules.
‘When the water evaporates, the salt mol-

© 2017 Resources for Fducators, 4 division of CCH Iscorporalted

2. Measure 7 cup boiling water
into a mug, Your youngster
should stir in about ¢ cup salt,
a little at a time, until it won't
dissolve anymore.

3. Let your child pour 1 tbsp.
water into each shell and add

a drop of food coloring.

~ecules go back together,
"~ forming a regular.
geomelric pattern

called a erystal.
Snowflakes and
diamonds are real-
world examples of
crystals. ¥
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