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School Board Meeting – February 16, 2009
Regular & Executive Session
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL – 7:30 P.M.

ESTABLISH A QUORUM AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


The Board of School Trustees of the John Glenn School Corporation met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. on February 16, 2009 in the John Glenn Administration Building.  Board members present were Curt Pletcher, Tom McCormick, Hal Patterson, Mike Daube and Jeff Johnson.  Joe Lowry and Bill Groves were absent.  The Superintendent, Richard Reese, and eight observers were also in attendance.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by School Board President Curt Pletcher.
RECOGNITIONS

Tim Davis, Principal of Walkerton Elementary School, recognized Jared Fansler, Reid Mosson, Anna Schmeltz, Allie Pearish, Makayla Fortlander, Emily Brown, Jacob Kickbush and Anthony Borelli for their part in the high school musical “Oliver.”  The WES cafeteria received a perfect inspection on February 10, 2009.  Mrs. Rosana Balmer and her fourth grade class were recognized for sending 63 Valentines to veterans and receiving a letter from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  The Kids Care Club raised $219.38 from candy gram sales and a portion of this money will go to the food pantry and local animal shelters.  

Bob Lichtenberger, Principal of North Liberty Elementary School, recognized the NLES cafeteria staff for a perfect inspection by the St. Joseph County Health Department.  The NLES cafeteria employees are: Celeste Dooms, Deb Walls, Brenda Cisney, Lori Gratner, Jane McGaughey, Wendy Holdeman and Michelle Helminger.  NLES has been working with Hacienda in South Bend on a pet food drive for the St. Joseph County Humane Society.  As of February 13th NLES had collected 2,248 pounds of dog food with one week left in the drive.  The school board was provided with the second nine-weeks and first semester of honor roll.  

Janet Carey, Principal of Urey Middle School, reported that the UMS cafeteria had zero violations during their inspection on February 9, 2009.  Nathan Stegemiller, UMS eighth grader, was honored at the State House by Governor Mitch Daniels.  Nathan’s PowerPoint on Lincoln’s Indiana years took second place in the statewide competition.  He received $600, a framed certificate and a Lincoln lilac.  ISSMA Solo & Ensemble students were recognized.

William Morton, Principal of John Glenn High School, congratulated the JGHS Academic Decathlon Team for placing third in the State of Indiana.  They will be competing at the national competition on April 24-25, 2009.  Senior Craig Fitzgerald will be traveling to the state wrestling finals in Indianapolis as a result of winning the semi-state last Saturday.  The JGHS Band competed in the ISSMA Instrumental Solo & Ensemble with the following students advancing to state competition:  Amanda Malone, Aaron Rowe, Cody Palmer, Kirsten Brown, Jacob Hostetler, Josh Hostetler, Ben Keller, Mackenzi Lowry, Nick Rowley and Adam Sokol.  The following students earned a Gold Key at the 2009 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards and will be advancing to the national competition:  Alysha Six, Brooke Poeppel, Nekodah Niedbalski, Kayleigh McMichael, Catrina Kroeger, Kate Jenkins, Ayla Felix, Garret Blad and Seth Baker.  John Glenn High School’s literary/art magazine, the “Aerial,” earned the honor of Highest Award from the National Council of Teachers of English for the 2008 edition.  There are approximately 500 high school magazines across the nation and only 50 schools receive this honor.  This is the seventh time the “Aerial” has earned this honor and a special congratulation goes out to Mr. Thomas and the Art Department and Mr. Hernandez for their leadership and guidance.  
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS #1 – 2
1.
Approve Minutes – February 3, 2009 – Regular & Executive Session
2.
Approve Claims – 149 – 256
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Tom McCormick, seconded by Hal Patterson, to approve consent agenda items one through two.  The motion was approved by a five to zero vote.
NEW BUSINESS

1.
Approve Spring GQE Remediation
Jennie Carey, Jill Davis and Terri Emerick will be the JGHS spring GQE remediation teachers.  The GQE teachers will be paid out of the General Fund and JGSC will receive partial reimbursement from the General Remediation Grant.
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mike Daube, seconded by Jeff Johnson, to approve the spring GQE remediation.  The motion was approved by a five to zero vote.

2.
Approve Overnight Trip – JGHS Academic Decathlon Team

The JGHS Academic Decathlon Team will be competing in the state tournament at Purdue University on February 13-14, 2009.  

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Hal Patterson, seconded by Tom McCormick, to approve the overnight trip of the JGHS Academic Decathlon Team.  The motion was approved by a five to zero vote.

REPORTS

1.
Superintendent’s Report

The superintendent provided board members with a monthly fund financial report and will continue doing this at the second board meeting of each month.  The report includes a seven year history on all JGSC funds.  

The board received information on the North Central Energy Cooperative, which the JGSC is involved in.  The consortium is made up of about twenty-eight schools that cooperatively purchase natural gas.  We purchase the gas through a representative of CenterPoint, Inc.  Over the last four years JGSC has saved over $16,000 by purchasing the gas through the consortium.  


The school board retreat will be March 13-14, 2009 and a tentative agenda will be coming soon.  The school law presentation at the in-service on February 13, 2009 was very good.

2.
Conference Requests
3.
Conference Reports

BOARD COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS
1.
JGSC Borrowing History


The board was provided information on the interest cost JGSC has incurred due to the counties late property tax distributions.  Curt Pletcher stated that the history goes back to 2000 and the total interest to date is approximately $368,000.  The school corporation has had to levy a tax for this money to pay the interest cost due to JGSC not receiving its money on time.  This is a statewide concern.  Mike Daube commended Darlene Flora for her hard work on gathering all the data so the board can meet with state legislators on Wednesday, February 18, 2009.  


Jeff Johnson thanked all the buildings for their time during his visit last week.   
UPCOMING CALENDAR EVENTS

NEXT MEETING DATE:
March 3, 2009
7:30 p.m.
UMS
Regular Session
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
The Board of School Trustees of the John Glenn School Corporation met in executive session at 8:26 p.m. on February 16, 2009 for the purpose of discussing the job performance evaluation of individual employees.  Board members present were Curt Pletcher, Tom McCormick, Hal Patterson, Mike Daube and Jeff Johnson.  Joe Lowry and Bill Groves were absent.  The Superintendent, Richard Reese, was also in attendance.  No other matters were discussed.  The meeting adjourned at 9:42 p.m.
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