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School Board Meeting – March 3, 2009
Regular & Executive Session
CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL – 7:30 P.M.

ESTABLISH A QUORUM AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


The Board of School Trustees of the John Glenn School Corporation met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. on March 3, 2009 in the Urey Middle School Media Center.  Board members present were Curt Pletcher, Tom McCormick, Hal Patterson, Mike Daube, Bill Groves and Jeff Johnson.  Joe Lowry was absent.  The Superintendent, Richard Reese, and twelve observers were also in attendance.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Alex Luna, Nicole Fullmer, Gabby Pesci and Madeleine Silvey.  The quartet sang “Can you Feel the Love Tonight” from the Lion King.  The quartet performed this at the ISSMA competition and received gold for their outstanding show.
RECOGNITIONS

Tim Davis, Principal of Walkerton Elementary School, 

Bob Lichtenberger, Principal of North Liberty Elementary School, asked the board to accept a donation from the Falcon 500 Club in the amount of $150 for the High Abilities Program.  NLES partnered with Hacienda Restaurant of South Bend to hold a pet food drive for the St. Joseph County Humane Society.  NLES collected and donated 2,519 pounds of dog food.  An invitation was extended for everyone to attend the first annual NLES sixth grade girls’ basketball tournament on Saturday starting at 9:00 a.m.  

Janet Carey, Principal of Urey Middle School, reported that they have had a great start to their “Pennies for Patients” competition.  UMS is doing jar wars to raise funds for the Lymphoma and Leukemia Society.  

William Morton, Principal of John Glenn High School, congratulated the JGHS Academic Decathlon Team for placing third in the State of Indiana.  They will be competing in the national competition on April 24-25, 2009.  Senior Craig Fitzgerald will be traveling to the state wrestling finals in Indianapolis as a result of winning the semi-state last Saturday.  The JGHS Band competed in the ISSMA Instrumental Solo & Ensemble with the following students advancing to state competition:  Amanda Malone, Aaron Rowe, Cody Palmer, Kirsten Brown, Jacob Hostetler, Josh Hostetler, Ben Keller, Mackenzi Lowry, Nick Rowley and Adam Sokol.  The following students earned a Gold Key at the 2009 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards and will be advancing to the national competition:  Alysha Six, Brooke Poeppel, Nekodah Niedbalski, Kayleigh McMichael, Catrina Kroeger, Kate Jenkins, Ayla Felix, Garret Blad and Seth Baker.  John Glenn High School’s literary/art magazine, the “Aerial,” earned the honor of Highest Award from the National Council of Teachers of English for the 2008 edition.  JGHS was the only school in the State of Indiana to receive this award, although Penn High School, LaPorte High School and Calumet High School were nominated.  This is the eighth year out of twenty-six that JGHS has received this award.  There were 489 schools across the nation that entered their literary publication and only 59 were chosen to receive the Highest Award.  This is the seventh time the “Aerial” has earned this honor and a special congratulation goes out to Mr. Thomas and the Art Department and Mr. Hernandez for their leadership and guidance.  
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Tom McCormick, seconded by Bill Groves, to approve the donations as stated.  The motion was approved by a six to zero vote.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS #1 – 3
1.
Approve Minutes – February 16, 2009 – Regular & Executive Session
2.
Approve Claims – 257 – 323
3.
Approve Personnel Recommendations

Resignations


a.
  Dan Schmeltz

,
UMS, Golf Coach


b.
  Brad Amor


,
JGHS, Varsity Girls’ Assistant Track Coach


c.
  Dan Schmeltz

,
JGSC, Database Administrator & Applications Specialist


d.
  Dan Schmeltz

,
JGHS, Webmaster




The superintendent, Richard Reese, thanked Dan Schmeltz for his service and leadership in technology for JGSC during the past five years.

Appointments/Transfers


a.
  John Banks


,
JGHS, Assistant Girls’ Softball Coach


b.
  Megan Boyle


,
JGHS, Assistant Girls’ Track Coach


c.
  Larry Flickinger

,
JGHS, Assistant JV Baseball Coach


d.
  Mary Crane


,
JGHS, Homebound Instruction – STN 756100533
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mike Daube, seconded by Hal Patterson, to approve consent agenda items one through three.  The motion was approved by a six to zero vote.
NEW BUSINESS

1.
Approve Reduction in Full-Time Business Education Position to Half-Time
The John Glenn High School full-time business position will be reduced to a half-time position, due to a decrease in the number of students requesting classes in this area.
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mike Daube, seconded by Bill Groves, to approve the reduction in the full-time business education position to a half-time position.  The motion was approved by a six to zero vote.

2.
Approve Bid for WES Floor Renovation

Two bids were received for renovation of the WES floor on February 24, 2009.  The lowest bid came from Mid-America in the amount of $75,350 plus alternate #1 in the amount of $3,150.  Alternate #1 includes additional padding under the new wood floor.
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Bill Groves, seconded by Tom McCormick, to approve the bid from Mid-America to renovate the gym floor at WES.  The motion was approved by a six to zero vote.

3.  Approve 2009-2010 Corporation Calendar


The 2009-10 JGSC calendar was accepted with the following highlights.  Registration will be on August 6th and 7th with the first day of school being August 17th.  Students will be attending school two extra days in December to keep the first and second semester days more equal in number.  The JGEA has met and provided input on the 2009-10 corporation calendar.
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Bill Groves, seconded by Hal Patterson, to approve the 2009-2010 corporation calendar.  The motion was approved by a six to zero vote.

REPORTS

1.
Superintendent’s Report

a.
Capacitor Report


The superintendent reported on the capacitors at WES, UMS and JGHS.  January and February of 2009 have produced colder weather, making it difficult to see the real effect of the capacitors.  The board will be provided with a monthly report on the capacitors.  


The board was provided with an unofficial copy of the 2008 AYP results for JGSC.  More information will be provided at a later date after the AYP results have been made official.  


Board members Curt Pletcher, Mike Daube, Jeff Johnson and superintendent, Richard Reese, met with some area legislators in Indianapolis recently.  A variety of topics were discussed, including the specific amount of interest paid by JGSC over the past eight years due to late tax draws from surrounding counties.  The legislators were surprised by the amount of interest we have had to pay due to not receiving funds on time from the surrounding counties.  A follow-up meeting later this year is a strong possibility as well as meeting with them earlier in the year 2010.  

2.
Conference Requests
3.
Conference Reports

BOARD COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS
UPCOMING CALENDAR EVENTS

NEXT MEETING DATE:
March 17, 2009
7:30 p.m.
ADMN
Regular Session
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
The Board of School Trustees of the John Glenn School Corporation met in executive session at 8:35 p.m. on March 3, 2009 for the purpose of discussing the job performance evaluation of individual employees.  Board members present were Curt Pletcher, Tom McCormick, Hal Patterson, Mike Daube, Bill Groves and Jeff Johnson.  Joe Lowry was absent.  The Superintendent, Richard Reese, was also in attendance.  No other matters were discussed.  The meeting adjourned at 9:27 p.m.
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