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 School Board Meeting – October 20, 2009
Regular & Executive Session

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL – 7:30 P.M.

ESTABLISH A QUORUM AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


The Board of School Trustees of the John Glenn School Corporation met in regular session at 7:30 p.m. on October 20, 2009 in the John Glenn Administration Building.  Board members present were Mike Daube, Bill Groves, Joe Lowry, and Jeff Johnson.  Tom McCormick arrived at 8:05 p.m.  Curt Pletcher and Hal Patterson were absent.  The Superintendent, Richard Reese, and five observers were also in attendance.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance led by school board vice-president Mike Daube.
RECOGNITIONS

Richard Reese, Superintendent, read recognitions on behalf of Tim Davis, Principal of Walkerton Elementary School.  He recognized Mrs. Mosson’s Kids Care Club and the entire school for raising $512.74 for the Canines for Independence program.  Mrs. Mosson had a speaker from the organization come with her service dog in September.  The Kids Care Club made soup for the Homeless Center in South Bend during their October meeting.  The PTA was recognized for all their efforts with the Book Fair.  Many teachers received the books they submitted on their “wish list” through purchase by parents and students at the Book Fair.  The UMS cross country team was congratulated for a successful season.  WES had two boys, Jared Fansler, and Alec Runyan, and five girls, Zoe Heying, Hayley Preston, Chelsea Groves, Stephanie Bella, and Kariss Caverly compete for the UMS Falcon Cross Country team this year.

Richard Reese, Superintendent, read recognitions on behalf of Janet Carey, Principal of North Liberty Elementary School.  He thanked First Stage Greenhouse for the donation of a quart of mums for each and every child at NLES. NLES had their second PTO meeting on October 13, 2009.  Over seventy adults were in attendance.  The NLES choir performed under the direction of Cathy VanDuyne.  Officers were installed, and a budget set for the upcoming school year.  Rick Glassman, an educator from the St. Joseph County Soil and Water Conversation District, spent October 12, 2009 at NLES.  He made several presentations throughout the day, and took the fourth grade students and families on an Owl Prowl at Kingsbury Fish and Wildlife in the evening.  Thanks were extended to Amy Weiss for organizing the Owl Prowl and Kara Kaser for organizing the presentations.  Grandparents Week was a huge success this year.  There were approximately 775 grandparents in attendance.  The PTO served 1800 cookies over the course of the week, and sold $8,474.58 worth of books.  First grade students visited Thistleberry Farms today.
Mark Maudlin, Principal of Urey Middle School, asked the board to accept the following donations:  $50 from S&S Products for advanced art; $50 from Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc. Epsilon Chi for legos enrichment; $100 from the Falcon 500 for the seventh grade rewards; and $100 from Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc. Zeta Pi for legos enrichment.  Luke Runyan was congratulated for competing in the NSC Cross Country Meet on October 7, 2009.  Luke was the NSC Boys’ Individual Cross Country Champion.  As a team, the boys’ team finished in second place.
William Morton, Principal of John Glenn High School, asked the board to accept the following donations:  $250 from the Falcon 500 for the Academic Decathlon; and $250 from Richard Parker, CPA for drama.  Kim Podell was recognized for being a regional qualifier and competing in the cross country regional race.  She earned All Conference Honors.  The football team finished second in the conference and will compete in the opening game of the sectional on Friday night against Knox.  The girls’ volleyball team starts sectionals tonight at Plymouth High School.  The boys’ and girls’ soccer teams were recognized for a great season.  The Spell Bowl Team qualified for the state final competition with a score of 84.  They received the highest score in level three, and the third highest score in the state.  
After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Joe Lowry, seconded by Bill Groves, to approve the donations as stated.  The motion was approved by a four to zero vote.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS #1 – 3
1.
Approve Minutes – October 6, 2009 – Regular Session

2.
Approve Claims – 1490 – 1595
3.
Approve Personnel Recommendations

Resignations/Retirement
Resignations/Retirement


a.
  Jody Healey


,
UMS, Cross Country Coach

Appointments/Transfers


a.
  Travis Hannah


,
WES, Team Leader


b.
  Will Groves


,
NLES, Boys’ 6th B Team Basketball Coach


c.
  Nicole Jackson


,
JGHS, Chess Club Sponsor


d.
  Derek Morris


,
NLES, Boys’ 5th B Team Basketball Coach


e.
  Bryon Stull


,
WES, Reassigned from Boys’ 6th B Team Basketball









Coach to Boy’s 6th A Team Basketball Coach

e.
  Rex Stull



,
WES, Boys’ 6th B Team Basketball Coach

f.
  Megan Spillman


,
WES, Boys’ 5th B Team Basketball coach

g.
  Kaitlin Tyler


,
JGHS, Assistant Girls’ Basketball Coach

h.
  Katherine Harness

,
JHGS, Head Girls’ Tennis Coach
4.
Transfer Tuition

a.
  Daniel Sanderson, IV

,
UMS, Grade 8

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Bill Groves, seconded by Jeff Johnson, to approve consent agenda items one through four.  The motion was approved by a four to zero vote.

OLD BUSINESS

1.
Approve Second Reading of School Board Policies



0144.2
Membership



1521
Personal Background Check



2464
Programs for High Ability Students



3121
Personal Background Check



4121
Personal Background Check



5460
Graduation Requirements



6460
Vendor Relations



7541
Electronic Data Processing Disaster Recovery Plan



8121
Personal Background Check – Contracted Services



After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Bill Groves, seconded by Joe Lowry, to approve the second reading of school board policies.  The motion was approved by a four to zero vote.

NEW BUSINESS

1.
Future School Board Meeting Locations

The second school board meeting of each month will be hosted by one of the four buildings in the corporation, as follows:
a. Nov. - WES

b. Dec. - NLES

c. Jan. - JGHS

d. Feb. – UMS

The following board meetings will be reschedule from the first and third Tuesday of the month to the first and third Wednesday of the month.  The board meetings in December will be on December 2nd and December 16th.  The board meetings in February will be moved to February 3rd and February 17th.  
2.
School Nurse Report 

Teresa Russell, School Nurse, reported on the H1N1 virus.  She has been made aware of 20 students and staff in the corporation that were diagnosed by their doctor with H1N1.  All staff members in the first aide room are on alert for temperatures of 100 degrees or higher.  This is usually accompanied by a cough and/or sore throat.  Quat Stat and Glybet are available in all buildings, which are disinfectant sprays.  

If any school reaches an absentee rate of 20%, the corporation is to notify the St. Joseph County Health Department.  In the JGSC the schools are at most close to 9% absentee rate, which is higher than the normal rate.  The phone calls for absent students are being monitored to get an accurate idea of the students home sick.  There has been a delay in production of vaccines, and the county has predicted that more will be available after Thanksgiving.  

REPORTS

1.
Superintendent’s Report


The superintendent provided the school board with the funds report.  The General Fund Balance is at approximately 25% left until the end of the year.  There is concern over the first quarter state revenue forecast because we are approximately $255 million under projected revenue according to Governor Daniels.  Education is back on the table for discussion for budget cuts.  


The school board was provided with information on the credit adjustment for the overcharging on electrical bills due to a faulty meter.  Joe Lowery met with the Town of Walkerton and was informed that we were overcharged approximately $52,758 at JGHS, and $6,762 at JGHS on the football fields.  



The superintendent reported that the staff will be receiving a letter regarding health insurance rates for the 2010 calendar year.  The insurance trust reported that medical expense and the healthcare field will see a 12-13% overall increase and prescription will see a 13-14% increase.  The MASE Insurance Trust increase is estimated at 6% right now.  The increase will affect the amount paid by the corporation and the staff members.


One week ago the superintendent met with Janet Carey, Tim Davis, Lynn Pease, Leslie VanOverberghe, and Cathy VanDuyne to discuss the choir schedule at NLES.  A schedule was proposed, and a decision will be made at a later date.  
2.
Conference Requests
3.
Conference Reports

Board members received written reports of conference requests and reports.
BOARD COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

Jeff Johnson was at Miller’s Merry Manor last Thursday when NLES students went to visit residents.  
UPCOMING CALENDAR EVENTS

NEXT MEETING DATE:
November 3, 2009
7:30 p.m.
ADMN
Regular Session
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The Board of School Trustees of the John Glenn School Corporation met in executive session at 8:38 p.m. on October 20, 2009 for the purpose of discussing before any placement decision an individual student’s abilities, past performance, behavior and needs.  Board members present were Mike Daube, Bill Groves, Joe Lowry, Tom McCormick, and Jeff Johnson.  Curt Pletcher, and Hal Patterson were absent.  The Superintendent, Richard Reese, was also in attendance.  No other matters were discussed.  The meeting adjourned at 9:44 p.m.
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